
Response to Comments on Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration 
Centerville Pioneer (PLN2017-00228) 

 
 
In accordance with the requirements of the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the City of 
Fremont prepared an Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration for the proposed project, which was 
circulated for a 20-day public review period beginning November 15, 2017, and ending December 4, 
2017.  Copies of the document were made available to public agencies, organizations, and individuals for 
their review and comment. 
 
During the public review period, the City received the following comments: 
 
Comments #1 – Dirk Lorenz (Email dated November 20, 2017) 
Comments #2 – Alameda County Transportation Commission (Letter dated November 22, 2017) 
Comments #3 – Fremont Unified School District (Letter dated November 29, 2017) 
Comments #4 – Alameda County Water District (Letter dated December 4, 2017) 
 
The comments and responses to the comments are provided on the following pages.  Each comment is 
identified with a two part numbering system.  The first number corresponds to the number assigned to 
the comment letter or email (as listed above).  The second number corresponds to the order of the 
comment within that particular comment letter (or e-mail).  For example, Comment 4-3 would refer to 
the fourth comment letter and the third comment in that letter.  



Comments #1 – Dirk Lorenz (Email dated November 20, 2017) 
 

From: Dirk Lorenz [mailto:dirk.lorenz@fremontflowers.com]  

Sent: Saturday, November 18, 2017 2:14 PM 
To: Bill Roth 

Cc: Kathy Stahl Kimberlin; greg roth; Dominic Dutra 
Subject: Centerville Pioneer (PLN2017-00228) 

Planner Roth, 

I've received the public notice of intent to adopt a mitigated negative declaration for 
the above mentioned project.  

As owner of the Depot Cafe located in the historic Centerville Train Depot and within 
300 ft of the proposed site,  I wish to go on record as supporting the Mitigated 
Negative Declaration.  Having a long personal history with this site, I can say with all 
certainty that all due diligence has been performed with regard to the history of this 
site.  I believe this is the highest and best use for the remaining parcel of land.  

I would like to officially request that the historic Centerville Presbyterian Church 
steeple be used in way that would add uniqueness and a historical component to this 
project.  Prior to the historic church being torn down, the original steeple was 
removed and has been stored awaiting restoration ever since.    I have attached a 
picture of one of the restored sections of the steeple below.   

I will do outreach to both HARB and the Planning Commission with regard to the 
placement of the historic Centerville Presbyterian Church Steeple within this 
development.  It is my belief that we would honor our history by including the historic 
steeple within the project area, the site where it was originally constructed and 
resided for almost 150 years.  

sincerely, 

Dirk Lorenz 

--  

 

Dirk Lorenz 
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Response to Comment 1: The Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration evaluates the 

potential environmental impacts of the project, including those related to historic resources, in 

accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines. The proposed 

project has been designed to conform to the Secretary of Interior Standards for the Treatment of 

Historic Properties and, as such, would not have a significant impact to historic resources, 

including the Centerville Pioneer Cemetery.  

 

The suggestion concerning the former Centerville Presbyterian Church steeple is noted. 

However, the re-introduction of the steeple to the project site is not included with the current 

project. Should the property owner wish to add the structure to the project site, its proposed 

placement would need to be evaluated for conformance to the Secretary of Interior’s Standards. 

As this comment does not address the adequacy or the accuracy of the Initial Study/Mitigated 

Negative Declaration, no further response is necessary. 



Comments #2 – Alameda County Transportation Commission (Letter dated November 22, 
2017) 
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Response to Comment 2: Thank you for providing comments on the Initial Study and Mitigated 

Negative Declaration. As noted, the project will not generate 100 p.m. peak hour trips in excess 

of trip generation from the existing land use designation and is, therefore, exempt from review 

under the Congestion Management Program Land Use Analysis Program.  

 

 



Comments #3 – Fremont Unified School District (Letter dated November 29, 2017) 
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Response to Comment 3: Under California law, the School District can require payment by a 

developer of school impact fees associated with a proposed development to mitigate any impact 

that such development would have on the facilities of the local school district. Proof of payment 

of all required school impact fees to Fremont Unified School District (FUSD) must be provided 

to the City before issuance of a building permit for the proposed project, as a standard project 

requirement. In conformance with the City’s General Plan Public Facilities Policy 9-9.1: Inform 

FUSD of Development Plans, the City has coordinated with FUSD so that the District Board and 

staff are aware of development plans and can plan for facility needs accordingly. As such, the 

proposed project would have a less than significant impact on schools. 



Comments #4 – Alameda County Water District (Letter dated December 4, 2017) 
 

 

 

 
4.
1 



 

 

 

Response to Comment 4.1: The project applicant shall comply with the Mitigation Measures 

adopted for the project, which will also be included as Conditions of Approval. This includes 

Mitigation Measure Haz-1a, which requires preparation of a Soil Management Plan to provide 

guidelines for appropriate handling and management of known contaminants and REC 

concentrations above residential screening levels. The Mitigation Measure also requires that, 

prior to issuance of any building and/or grading permits, soil remediation work to remove 

contaminants shall be implemented to the satisfaction of the Alameda County Water District 

(ACWD), and any other appropriate agency having jurisdiction. Any Risk Management Plan 

developed for the project involving work in coordination or under the oversight of ACWD shall 

be provided to ACWD for review and subject to ACWD approval. This requirement shall be 

added to the mitigation measures and added as a Condition of Approval for the project. 

 

Copies of the Phase 1 Environmental Site Assessment (January 23, 2017) as well as the 

Geotechnical Feasibility Study letter (January 27, 2017) and the Limited Soil Quality Evaluation 

letter (April 10, 2017) have been provided to Alameda County Water District (ACWD), as 

requested.   

 
MM Haz-1a. Soil Management Plan 

A Soil Management Plan (SMP) shall be developed to provide guidelines for the 

appropriate handling and management of soil with known contaminants or 

Recognized Environmental Conditions (RECs) concentrations above the 

residential screening levels recommended in the California Department of Toxic 

Substances Control (DTSC) Office of Human and Ecological Risk (HERO) 

guidance document Human Health Risk Assessment Note 3 (2016). 

 

Prior to issuance of building and/or grading permits for site development, 

remediation work to remove known contaminants or RECs at the subject 

property shall be implemented to the satisfaction of the Alameda County Water 

District (ACWD), City of Fremont Fire Department, California Department of 

Toxic Substance Control (DTSC), or other appropriate agency having 

jurisdiction, depending on the location (e.g., depth) and the type of REC found 



and the jurisdictional purview of the agencies. Completion of the remediation 

work and procurement of an appropriate closure document or written statement 

that the remediation work has been satisfactorily completed and without further 

conditions or obligations shall be submitted to the satisfaction of the City of 

Fremont Community Development Department. Compliance with this mitigation 

may require the applicant or their agent to complete a Preliminary 

Endangerment Report, Voluntary Cleanup Agreement or other documentation as 

determined by the appropriate agency, and receive concurrence that the site’s 

RECs have been resolved. 

 

Any Risk Management Plan developed for the project involving work in 

coordination or under the oversight of ACWD shall be provided to ACWD for 

review and subject to ACWD approval. 
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Response to Comment 4.2: The letter from ACWD has been shared with the project’s engineer 

and the City’s engineer to facilitate coordination with ACWD.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


